
 

Dear Early Learning Provider: 
  

Thank you for all the phone calls, letters and e-mails to members of the legislature.   The amendment 
introduced by Representative Flores was unanimously approved this morning by the Full Appropriations 
Council. The amendment reduces the base VPK student allocation by just 1% instead of the 15% originally 
proposed by the PreK-12 Appropriations Committee.  The class size and teacher credentials remain the same 
as they are now.   

  
The action today gets us one step closer to our goal of preserving VPK per student funding.  The House and 
Senate must now agree on the final allocation.  Following are revised talking points so that the education 
effort can continue with members of the Senate.  

  
 

Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Funding  
  

Support the House budget proposal for VPK which allocates $402.3 million to preserve the high-quality 
programs Florida voters envisioned.  

This would reduce the VPK per child spending by 1% in alignment with FEFP reductions of .74% providing 
equity in reductions for education programs while still providing children with a high-quality educational 
foundation, ensuring future academic success.   
 

Current Proposed Funding Allocations  

As of March 23rd, the House and Senate PreK-12 Appropriation committees have released their anticipated 
reductions to the VPK Program.  Below is a chart that represents the cuts in state general revenue and the 
impact on the program.   
 

 

 

Senate position represents a $375 dollar cut per child for a reduction of nearly 15% 



Success in VPK 
  

·  Constitutionally mandated prekindergarten program, free to every four year old in Florida. 

·  Children that participate in the VPK program consistently perform better on the Florida 
Kindergarten Readiness Screener than children that did not participate in VPK.  

·  Consists of quality indicators including developmentally appropriate curriculum, teacher 
credentials and ratios. 

·  Program has served approximately 654,000 children since it began in 2005 and is the second 
largest prekindergarten program in the nation. 

·  In 2009-2010, it is estimated that the program will serve approximately 70% of all four year olds 
in Florida.  The total projected to be served is 160,555. 

·  Program growth is estimated to continue.  Current estimates anticipate the program to serve 75% 
of all four year olds by 2010-2011.  
 

Committee on Education Pre-K - 12 Appropriations  
  
Chair: Senator Stephen R. Wise (R), District 5  
Email: wise.stephen.web@flsenate.gov  Phone: (850) 487-5027 
 
Vice Chair: Senator Gary Siplin (D), District 19  
Email: siplin.gary.web@flsenate.gov  Phone: (850) 487-5190 
  
Senator Larcenia J. Bullard (D), District 39  
Email: bullard.larcenia.web@flsenate.gov  Phone: (850) 487-5127 
 
Senator Nancy C. Detert (R), District 23 
Email: detert.nancy.web@flsenate.gov  Phone: (850) 487-5081 
 
Senator Rudy Garcia (R), District 40 
Email: garcia.rudy.web@flsenate.gov  Phone: (850) 487-5106 
 
Senator Garrett S. Richter (R), District 37 
Email: richter.garrett.web@flsenate.gov  Phone: (850) 487-5124 
 

 

  

 


