
 
   

Dear Early Learning Provider: 
  

VPK funding is in jeopardy!  We need to engage all early learning partners and stakeholders to educate 
legislative members on the implications of reductions. Please share this information broadly and ask that 
phone calls and emails be sent to members on the attached spreadsheet.  The spreadsheet contains members 
of the House and Senate appropriations committees who will be addressing the VPK budget next week. All 
members can be contacted on these important funding decisions regardless of whether or not they serve your 
district/area.  Contacts should start right away and be completed by close of business, Monday, March 22nd. 

  
In addition to these committee members, please contact your local Representatives/Senators to make them 
aware of your concerns. It will be important for all members to be aware of this issue as it moves forward.  
Additional contact information can be found on our website under the Legislative Updates button. 

Below is a fact sheet and sample letter/e-mail that can be used by providers and parents to express concerns 
about the proposed VPK funding reductions. Please encourage everyone to individualize their messages and 
educate members on their personal concerns and what reductions would mean from their perspective. 
Recommend that parents use their child's first name and include the name of their VPK provider. 

  
  

PROVIDER SAMPLE LETTER 
  

Dear Representative/Senator XX: 
  

I am writing to ask for your support to maintain the Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) base student allocation 
at $2,575 in order to ensure the continued high-quality programs Florida voters envisioned when they voted 
VPK into the state constitution. With anticipated growth and potential funding reductions, Florida could 
become the largest program in the nation with one of the lowest rates for per child spending. 

  
The House and Senate PreK-12 Appropriations committees have proposed reductions in the VPK per child 
funding of nearly 15%.  As a dedicated early care and education provider and family advocate, I ask that you 
carefully consider the implications of VPK budget reductions on the families and the children we prepare for 
kindergarten. 

  
To offset the proposed reduction in the base student allocation, the proposal includes an increase in the ratio 
that would allow 24 children one classroom with two teachers. It is important to understand that due to 
space limitations, most facilities would not be able to accommodate 24 children in a classroom based on child 
care licensing standards.  This means that the substantial reduction would impact the ability of VPK providers 
to meet the high quality standards that we are committed to providing and may mean that we cannot afford 
to participate in the VPK education program.  Also keep in mind that most VPK providers are small businesses 
that make up the fabric of our economy.  The reductions will negatively impact the families and children that 
we serve, the public school system by having to pay for remedial education, my business, and our local 
economy. 

  
Florida's children are counting on you to provide them with the resources they need to learn and thrive so 
that they are prepared when they enter kindergarten. 

  
Thank you for your hard work for the children of Florida. 

  
Sincerely, 

  

http://www.flsenate.gov/Welcome/index.cfm?CFID=181884330&CFTOKEN=21185186
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/default.aspx


PARENT SAMPLE LETTER 
  

Dear Representative/Senator XX: 
  

I am writing to ask for your support to maintain the Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) base student allocation 
at $2,575 in order to ensure the continued high-quality programs Florida voters envisioned when they voted 
VPK into the state constitution. With anticipated growth and potential funding reductions, Florida could 
become the largest program in the nation with one of the lowest rates for per child spending. 

  
The House and Senate PreK-12 Appropriations committees have proposed reductions in the VPK per child 
funding of nearly 15%.  As a parent, I ask that you carefully consider the implications of VPK budget 
reductions on the families and the children we prepare for kindergarten.  This year, I made a conscious 
decision to enroll my child, (insert child's name), in a high-quality center that provides VPK.  I am very 
concerned about some of consequences that will happen if budget reductions are passed.  I wonder whether 
my child's center would still be able to offer the same caliber of care or if they will even continue to 
participate in the program that even at today's base student allocation is so drastically underfunded. 

  
I appreciate that you have a tremendously important and difficult decisions to make this session. However, I 
ask that you reconsider the reductions to the VPK budget and so that children continue to receive a high-
quality educational foundation, ensuring future academic success.     

  
Thank you for your hard work for the children of Florida. 

  
Sincerely, 

   
  

Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Funding 
  

Maintain VPK per child funding at $2575 in order to ensure continued high-quality programs Florida voters 
envisioned. 

Based on enrollment projections, program funding total will need to be $411.5 million to continue providing 
children with a high-quality educational foundation, ensuring future academic success.   

With anticipated growth and potential funding reductions, Florida could become the largest program in the 
nation with one of the lowest rates for per child spending. 

  
Current Proposed Funding Allocations  

As of March 16th, the House and Senate PreK-12 Appropriation committees have released their anticipated 
reductions to the VPK Program.  Below is a chart that represents the cuts in state general revenue and the 
impact on the program.   

  



 
House position represents a $385 dollar cut per child for a reduction of nearly 15% 
   
  
Success in VPK 
  

·  Constitutionally mandated prekindergarten program, free to every four year old in Florida. 

·  Children that participate in the VPK program consistently perform better on the Florida 
Kindergarten Readiness Screener than children that did not participate in VPK.  

·  Consists of quality indicators including developmentally appropriate curriculum, teacher 
credentials and ratios. 

·  Program has served approximately 654,000 children since it began in 2005 and is the second 
largest prekindergarten program in the nation. 

·  In 2009-2010, it is estimated that the program will serve approximately 70% of all four year olds in 
Florida.  The total projected to be served is 160,555. 

·  Program growth is estimated to continue.  Current estimates anticipate the program to serve 75% 
of all four year olds by 2010-2011.  



  

http://www.flsenate.gov/cgi-bin/View_Page.pl?Tab=committees&Submenu=1&File=index.html&Directory=committees/senate/WPSC/
http://www.flsenate.gov/Legislators/index.cfm?Members=View+Page&District_Num_Link=017&Submenu=1&Tab=legislators&chamber=Senate&CFID=181884330&CFTOKEN=21185186
http://www.flsenate.gov/Legislators/index.cfm?Members=View+Page&District_Num_Link=030&Submenu=1&Tab=legislators&chamber=Senate&CFID=181884330&CFTOKEN=21185186
http://www.flsenate.gov/Legislators/index.cfm?Members=View+Page&District_Num_Link=036&Submenu=1&Tab=legislators&chamber=Senate&CFID=181884330&CFTOKEN=21185186
http://www.flsenate.gov/Legislators/index.cfm?Members=View+Page&District_Num_Link=040&Submenu=1&Tab=legislators&chamber=Senate&CFID=181884330&CFTOKEN=21185186
http://www.flsenate.gov/Legislators/index.cfm?Members=View+Page&District_Num_Link=035&Submenu=1&Tab=legislators&chamber=Senate&CFID=181884330&CFTOKEN=21185186
http://www.flsenate.gov/Legislators/index.cfm?Members=View+Page&District_Num_Link=038&Submenu=1&Tab=legislators&chamber=Senate&CFID=181884330&CFTOKEN=21185186
http://www.flsenate.gov/Legislators/index.cfm?Members=View+Page&District_Num_Link=033&Submenu=1&Tab=legislators&chamber=Senate&CFID=181884330&CFTOKEN=21185186


  

   
  

 

http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/sections/Committees/committeesdetail.aspx?SessionId=64&CommitteeId=2446
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/sections/Representatives/details.aspx?MemberId=4284&SessionId=64
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/sections/Representatives/details.aspx?MemberId=3041&SessionId=64
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/sections/Representatives/details.aspx?MemberId=4342&SessionId=64



